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I find few experiences more fulfilling that 

standing atop Har Arbel as the sun peaks over the 

Kineret; my heart overflows with pride when Israel 

is the first to respond to a natural disaster in a 

country who condemns its very existence; I find 

profound spiritual connection amongst the an-

cient, towering walls of the Old City. I am an ohev 

tzion – a lover of Israel. 

Even so, Israel is a political entity, and, like all 

other political entities, its government makes mis-

takes – militarily, economically, religiously, and 

politically. Questions pervade the discussion: Israel 

has the right to build settlements, but does that 

mean that it always should? Is every military ma-

neuver in Israel’s best interest? Should the Chareidi 

population always have such an overwhelming say 

in decisions of governance? 

It was at a pro-Israel conference last Spring 

that I brought up some of these questions with the 

Jewish father of a friend of mine. 

His response to was vehement. “You think your 

views are valid?” he yelled, with more rebuke than 

wonder. “You’re just a naïve kid who’s read a few 

articles. You have no idea what you’re talking 

about.” 

I was hardly surprised. Now wasn’t the first 

time that a conversation of this nature had taken a 

turn for the worse. In many circles within the 

American Jewish community, anything that verges 

on criticism of Israel is considered taboo. Those 

who call Netanyahu or Lieberman policies into 

question are often scolded with a vengeance. 

There is a distinct and ever-forgotten line be-

tween self-loathing and self-serving.  

Henry Kissinger may fall under the former 

category, while ohavei tzion who dare to point out 

the State’s mal-considered decisions qualify as the 

latter. If Zionism is engrained in our collective 

identity, we carry a weighty responsibility to be 

self-watchdogs. 

When we criticize the Obama administration for 

one of its policies that we see as out of the Ameri-

can interest, we aren’t renouncing our American 

citizenship, we are exercising our democratic pre-

rogative. Yet, for whatever reason, when the con-

versation moves to the Middle East, constructive 

criticism becomes synonymous with vicious be-

trayal. 

Israel is the only true democracy in its very un-

stable region. Democracy functions through con-

stituent response; if constituents support the poli-

cies, they support the candidates. If they don’t, 

they do the reverse. Israeli citizens take advantage 

of democracy by voting. We make the best a free 

and open Israeli society by voicing what Netanyahu 

should change. 

Followers of the American Jewish relationship 

with Israel often argue that constructive criticism 

of the Israeli government’s decisions should, for 

the most part, take place behind closed doors – 

outside the eye of public scrutiny. I agree; the Jew-

ish State has no shortage of bad press. But if the 

American Jewish community decides to publicize 

its positive interactions with Israel and shroud its 

denunciations of the state, it mustn’t shy away 

from taking real, tangible steps toward betterment 

by way of expressions of dissatisfaction. 

Rabbi Sharon Brous, the spiritual leader of the 

IKAR community in Los Angeles, calls Israel a 

country that “lets love dictate policy.” Let us do the 

same. Our Jewish responsibility is to defend our 

only homeland. To criticize is to clarify, and to 

clarify is – without doubt – a mechanism of de-

fense. 

“  Israel [is] a country that 

lets love dictate policy ” 

By: Ami Fields-Meyer 
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As Iran’s nuclear capabilities become 

constantly closer to a full-fledged reality, 

the American Jew must ask himself, what 

does this mean for the future of Israel? Well, 

I think the first question should be, will Iran 

have nuclear weapons any time soon? The 

unfortunate, scary, and resounding answer 

is yes, sooner than anyone might think. 

The process for developing nuclear 

weapons requires the enrichment of ura-

nium, a process that necessitates complex 

scientific knowledge and years of research. 

Most importantly, however, is actual ura-

nium, which can be pretty hard to obtain in 

today’s post-Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty world. Therefore, the global commu-

nity has felt secure in their decision to sim-

ply place sanctions on Iran that would forbid 

other countries from selling Iran weapons-

grade material. 

But does that matter anymore? No. Iran 

has recently found what is called yellowcake 

uranium, which is weapons-grade material, 

within its borders, making all previous sanc-

tions irrelevant. According to a recent United 

Nations report, this means Iran could have a 

functioning nuclear weapon in just one year. 

And with the Iranian government consis-

tently calling for the destruction of Eretz 

Yisrael, it’s easy to put one (Iran) and one 

(nukes) together and get big explosions. 

As expected, Israel’s government has 

been pushing for increased international 

pressure and sanctions on Iran for some 

now. However, Israel is, surprisingly, part of 

a large group of nations pushing for a nuke-

free Iran. In fact, the recent WikiLeaks scan-

dal made thousands of documents public 

that clearly showed many Arab nations ask-

ing the United States to take action, a sur-

prising move considering that such a stand 

against an Arab nation by other Arab nations 

had never been seen before. 

Shimon Peres, Israel’s President ex-

plained it well: “A nuclear weapon in the 

hands of a fanatical regime such as the one 

in Iran poses a threat not only to Israel but 

also to the entire world.” 

So it seems as if sanctions won’t work. It 

also seems as if being rational isn’t some-

thing that Iran is very good at for the mo-

ment.  

What do you think we should do? Send your 
responses to Michael Sacks at michael-
sacks19@gmail.com or Adam Eagle at 
areagle18tcx2@yahoo.com and you could be 
featured in our next issue! 

By: Michael Sacks 

mailto:michaelsacks19@gmail.com
mailto:michaelsacks19@gmail.com
mailto:areagle18tcx2@yahoo.com
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Pico Boulevard is a very well known street 

in Los Angeles. It stretches from Downtown 

to Santa Monica, but when most Jews think 

of Pico, we think of the area between La Cie-

nega Boulevard and Beverly Drive. 

Pico has nearly 20 kosher restaurants, 

which are great food stops for a hungry 

Conservative Jew, or anyone for that matter, 

because some of the restaurants are just 

great. Here are some that I’ve visited. 

 

Jeff’s Gourmet Kosher Sausage Factory 

My personal favorite from 

the large selection 

of restaurants on 

Pico Boulevard is 

Jeff’s which is al-

ways busy and 

sometimes you may 

have to wait to get a 

table, or you can just eat your food on the 

street (which is always fun). You can order a 

variety of food there; you can get one their 

famous sausages, burgers, chicken wings, or 

hot sandwich. I usually order the Mergez 

Sausage, which is a spicy beef sausage. I 

give this place easily a 5 out of 5. 

Burger Bar 

If you’ve been to Israel 

you’ve heard of burger bar. 

Your burger your way. The 

interior has simple design 

with ample seating. For a 

guy like me who likes his 

meat, Burger Bar lacks a 

little bit of the burger as-

pect, skimping on the 

meat, making it very thin. But no fear, you 

can load it up and make it the way you like it 

with veggies and a myriad of sauces to 

choose from. I’d highly recommend their 

mushrooms to add on, for just a dollar 

more. 

 

Schnitzly 

I’ve have only ordered out from here, so 

I’m not sure how the service is, but the 

Schnitzel is good. It’s a simple piece of fried 

seasoned chicken cutlet put on a bun or put 

in a wheat wrap, which both come with let-

tuce, tomatoes, pickles, and grilled onions. 

They have a lot of sauces you can put on 

your wrap or sandwich. The sauces are what 

make it good, other than that it’s fairly sim-

ple, but a good 

s o u r c e  o f 

schnitzel. But, 

your best bet is 

just to ask 

Bubby to make 

you some. 

By: Matthew Shterenberg 
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The adventure began in Downtown Philadel-

phia, at a beautiful Marriot, where over one 

thousand Jewish teens held a chaotic opening 

session. They experienced five days of discus-

sions, speakers, a musical performance, an at-

tempt at entering the Guinness Book of World 

Records, and international executive board 

elections. Throughout all the commotion, they 

also made everlasting friendships, created life-

long memories, reunited with their best friends, 

and learned life lessons. 

International Convention 2011’s study 

theme was Derech Eretz, meaning moral and 

ethics. Through limud sessions (lessons), we 

were taught about the values of Judaism and 

different definitions of Derech Eretz. After vari-

ous speeches, we would scatter throughout the 

hotel into assigned groups and discuss how it 

related to Judaism and Derech Eretz. 

Many people spoke to us at the convention, 

but, to me, the two who stood out were Marc 

Elliot and General Norton Schwartz. Marc Elliot, 

a young Jewish man with Tourette syndrome 

and Hirschsprung’s disease, spoke to us how 

to, “live and let live.” He used his stories, a 

simulation of being around someone with 

Tourette syndrome, and the idea of “live and let 

live” to teach the hundreds of USYers before 

him what it means to be tolerant. General Nor-

ton Schwartz spoke of his role as the Chief of 

Staff in the United States Air Force. Both speak-

ers made a huge impact on the days spent at 

the convention. 

On the second night of International Con-

vention, an incredible a cappella group known 

as 613 performed. The grand ballroom turned 

into a mini concert as the talented men sang 

perfect harmonies to different prayers and Jew-

ish songs. In addition, on the third day, USY 

took a shot at being put in the Guinness Book 

of World Records. Each person at the event was 

given a dreidel and after a countdown, everyone 

was to spin his or her dreidels for ten seconds. 

If succeeded, it would mean that we all took 

part in the most dreidels spinning simultane-

ously for ten seconds. These are only two of the 

many fun and exciting activities to take place at 

International Convention 2011. 

These five days were not only based around 

speakers and discussions. A big part of IC was 

the discharging and installations of the newly 

elected International Board. During the conven-

tion, the members of the 2011 International 

board, Daniel Kaplan, Sarah Hoffman, Alex 

Krule, Dani Nurick, Daniel Warshawsky, and Dan 

Weitz discharged from their positions. After a 

very intense election, the International Board of 

2012 was announced: Joshua Ull, Ryan 

Sherman, Jonathan Horowitz, Maya Levine, 

Ethan Shapiro, and Danielle Leopold. 

This being my first International Convention, 

I could not be any more satisfied with how the 

week played out. The two co-chairs behind all 

the planning, Ellie Carr and Shira Goldstein, did 

a fantastic job. Seeing old friends, making new 

friends, learning new things, and taking part in 

USY’s future was a phenomenal adventure. 

By: Shani Shahmoon 
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Rip or cut out the tic-tac-toe pieces 

below and start playing! 

Come along with the Far-West Muppets for an inspiring and uplifting  2 

½ week Jewish adventure as we tour, explore and Daven in some very 

special locations in the western states of the USA.   

We will visit some cool cities like: 

¶ Las Vegas, Nevada 

¶ Salt Lake City, Utah 

¶ Jackson Hole, Wyoming 

¶ Portland, Oregon 

¶ San Francisco, CA 

¶ Santa Barbara, CA 

¶ and much much more... 
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Matisyahu is a world renowned 

musician from West Chester, Penn-

sylvania, who specializes in blending 

traditional Jewish themes into songs, 

usually with reggae and hip-hop 

styles. 

Although he is now wildly known 

as a “strict,” religious, Orthodox Jew, 

he was in fact born into a Recon-

structionist Jewish home. He con-

verted to Orthodox Judaism only af-

ter having taken part in a two-month 

long program at Alexander Muss 

High School, in Hod HaSharon, Israel, 

which offers its student participants, 

a firsthand experience of Jewish heri-

tage, as a way of solidifying one’s 

Jewish Identity. 

As some of you may or may not 

know, on December 13, Matisyahu 

posted a beardless photo of himself 

on twitter. He explains that, when he 

started to become religious around 

10 years ago, he felt that he needed 

rules to shape and form him into a 

good person, and now, he is just re-

claiming himself as an individual. For 

all those who are shocked, do not 

worry, he also said, that you have not 

seen the last of his facial hair. 

By: Aaron Flaton 

What is your opinion on Matisyahu’s lack of facial hair? Better with or without? 

Scruffy or clean? Furry or smooth? Religious or rapper? Email your opinion to Adam 

Eagle at areagle18tcx2@yahoo.com and you could be featured in our next issue! 

mailto:areagle18tcx2@yahoo.com
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Rip or cut out the tic-tac-toe pieces 

below and start playing! 


